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NO matter what (Paila) sys
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Karen, 46, I raon sorious mo-
ment during an lnmu-w at her
home In Ouks. "There's
Mhhlﬂlmwdom 1oy
sTeOne for

“1 think she fall betver right
oy sald Paula, o cosident of
m'fnaua: nm.:c:-"
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“On the other hand, 1 woke up:.
sﬂasadogandlhurtmplaoesl
” added Paula.’
“after the operation, (Karen) came
into my room with a big grinon her
mmeﬁrstthmshesaldwme

tllm h‘m!”
Wit.h C ts bkinkms
‘rémii'émf a

under the tree, e
ed like typical close-knit siblings as
they sat around Karen's dining

' room table disenssing the last year

of theirlives.- :

Taughter filled the mom as
Paula and Karen teased and joked
with each other. During the inter-
view, the sisters’ husbands —
Richard’ Ratley 8r and Dave
Dunbat, along with Karen's. two
children, Megan and Will — wan-

demdthmghmtheirwaymthe ;

back yard or the Kitchen, occasion-
ally putting their twocents in or
laughing at the sistérs’ antics,
One might even gay Xaren has
been given a new leage on life since
the transplant. The vivaclous and
petite mother of two, sitting at the
table trading good-natured barbs
with her okder sister, is altiest as

. differént as night and day i the

Kﬂrmwhomtu:xdu&whnkm
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Befammecperammecysts

| formed on Karen's kidneys-asare-
sult of PKD were causing waste
;:'pmduclswbuﬂduphrherhlood :

smaam.
‘matbundruput‘wasﬁepmducts

1 led toa condition called nretsdapol-
1 goning, which left Kaven feeling
| chironically fatigued and worn o,
. Paula said during the eigfit-wecks-
1 prior. to the operation, her sister

hadmtmadeirthmhasmsle
weakofmrkatm
“PRD} pattemts feel tired and

1 lethargic, Tt alse makes them ane:
*| . mic,”'said thentransplant coordi-
_uatorBethMm‘ﬂn]ustm‘im‘tathe
-operation. “I don't see how she

managesd wurking Mlﬁme and
taising two kids.
Onmenwrnmomeaisss
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Pauh—whomahnustapafect
mateh as an.drgan derior — went
into the operating room at East

Texas Meglical Center Tyler about - -

vanhouraheadofheryomwszs—
ter.
Asmgeonmadeanmcislonm

hersldeandmmovedherldtldd— :

ney. Following the removal of the
organ, the doctur tied off blood ves-
se}sandsﬁtclwdherbeckun

“Befire the operation; 1 almost

- left,” said Paula. “Iwasscaredout
K o

outunhaalthy that’snm'nm]ly
'qﬁjt q 8
"Afoer the operation, the do
toldmethepmwdurewasmmpa
rable o open-lieart surgery,” she
added with g rueful grin. *1 told
hknﬂmatlwlshaihe‘dtoldme&m
‘before thé operation.” . ¢
Pau]amrp]amedthedacb)rmki
- -her that, in some cases, the surgeon
‘was forced to remeve one of the pa-
nent'slomrribsbogetatthekxi

Boy aml gla::lhe dmn’thaweho
take that rib out,” she said. ‘

“Going into it, my biggest fear..
. was that it wouldn’t work,” said
Karen. “If it hadn't wnrked
would have gone ﬁlmugh it all ﬁ:r

nothing”
y Eamwmetwowomenhadtheir
own team of doctors and nurses.
While Panla’s: operation lasted
three hours, Karen'’s transplant
was completed within :two hours
'ahdwasconslderabhrlessmwwed

plmd
thet,ransplamadkldneyatthen'ont
of her Jower shdomen,

In addition to the fact thefr im:

mediate family. members were at
the hospital to give their love and

support, Pawla-and Karen agreed
that one -of the most. memczble:

ﬁ:rrthepast 17 vears.

| Join s fortie party of the cenbury
0 Your$ss caverincudes:
: Gxu! live entertainment p:ovicted :
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gomlosurgeryhealﬂwanoome
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matﬂrstnlght. gai
she‘smtmallyhealmyenoughto
bedotag that” - -

Both women said they ‘had-
Mendsinsemalamchurdles

“Itwasreallymndemﬂwsee
how several chwehes warked to-
gether on our behalf,” saki Karen.

“It had to have helped,” put in
her sister

Thehﬂtlalhurdleaﬂerttmoper

watched Iaren s durlng that

pedodhomalmsumherbodydlﬂn’

the hospital within three days of
the operation - which doctors said
was a new record for . a kidney

Jokingly, Paula said heér sister
was 80 swollen that she looked five
months pregnant for weeks
the tion, ot

- pulled up her sweater shghﬂy o
proudly display her badge of hanor
—a 5. 0r §inich scar on her left side.
She then teasingly made reference

~ toherlittle sister’s *‘itty bifty scar”
whkchtheysaidwasahmtanm #

long,

“Well, L had a better docter;’ * shot
bad(Kammthagrhl“Andlcan
still wear a bikini. Ha hg ha!”

According to Paula; the trans-
plant operation is much faugher on
‘the donor than the recipient. She
‘added that she was an painriedica-
tion for weelis after the préeedure.
For her part, Earen safd she tock
ongandaha]fmhpikmshe

opera P
During the inbewiew Paula -
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got from the
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= at Argon for two months.

- Conversely; it took Paula thres -
1. months to get hack to her nermat .-~
routine. She added she couldn’t -

- Walk.dri_véhercarqrrideherhurs-

s

E “What really made me mad was
: when the doctar told she

fections, she wore a strpieal mask
hind the wheel of her car withina -
manth, Katen didn't return to work -

- saitt the older sister with a mock-
e e L S ;

B . Iy T 5
Diwing the interview, the women
explatned fi ted, Kidneys ..

" sayher sister 18 mora outgoing and.

* there wasn't nwch trath to the ur-
- ban yths the recipient often picks

-ﬁpch'aracterufansasmdabedwiﬂl SRes

the donor: .

“I take that back,” said Paula =

with a teasing grin. “She aia get
g.lgt!llthier and F'kmow she gof fat s

didn’'t care — she was tog tned,”
added Paula, “Now, it's ot any fun-

to mess with her, because she meis-



